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HONORING THE SERVICE OF DR. 
CHRISTOPHER M. THOMFORDE, 
PRESIDENT OF MORAVIAN COL-
LEGE AND MORAVIAN THEO-
LOGICAL SEMINARY 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Christopher M. Thomforde, who has 
ably served as the 15th President of Moravian 
College and Moravian Theological Seminary in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, for the past seven 
years, and will be stepping down in July. 

When Dr. Thomforde announced his inten-
tion to retire, he expressed that Moravian Col-
lege and Seminary needs a president with 
‘‘abounding energy, aspiration, and imagina-
tion.’’ He has surely exemplified those values 
in his years of service to Moravian College, its 
students, faculty, the Bethlehem community 
and the greater Lehigh Valley. 

One of Dr. Thomforde’s most steadfast pur-
suits during his tenure has been recruiting and 
supporting a diverse student body that reflects 
the surrounding community and honors the 
College’s founding principles and mission. The 
Moravian tradition is exemplified by the words 
of the Unity of Brethren Bishop John Amos 
Comenius, the ‘‘father of modern education,’’ 
who wrote in 1632 that ‘‘not the children of the 
rich or of the powerful only, but of all alike, 
boys and girls, both noble and ignoble, rich 
and poor, in all cities and towns, villages and 
hamlets, should be sent to school.’’ Dr. 
Thomforde has continued to challenge Mora-
vian College to live by those values even dur-
ing difficult economic times. 

During his presidency, Dr. Thomforde has 
overseen the renovation of the Collier Hall of 
Science, the construction of the 231-bed Hurd 
Integrated Living and Learning Community be-
tween East Church and Lehigh streets, the 
construction of a state of the art Fitness Cen-
ter and the renovation of the Haupert Union 
Building on the main campus. His vision has 
been instrumental in establishing Advancing 
Into Moravian, a three-week summer program 
that helps incoming freshmen transition from 
high school to college life, and IN FOCUS, a 
year-long program to promote in-depth exam-
ination of complex issues, such as poverty, 
sustainability, health care, and war & peace, 
from multidisciplinary perspectives. 

Dr. Thomforde came to Moravian after a 
distinguished career which included: serving 
as the president of St. Olaf College in 
Northfield, Minnesota for five years; president 
of Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas; 
chaplain and teaching in the Department of 
Philosophy and Religion at Susquehanna Uni-
versity; pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Dansville; assistant chaplain and instructor in 
philosophy and religion at Colgate University; 
and teaching Western languages and medie-
val European history at Tunghai University, 
Taichung, Taiwan. 

Dr. Thomforde earned a B.A. in medieval 
and Russian history from Princeton University 
in 1969. He received a Master of Divinity de-
gree from Yale University Divinity School in 
1974, with concentrations in biblical studies, 
church history, and philosophy. Dr. Thomforde 
was awarded a D. Min. from Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary in 2000, and Susquehanna 
University awarded him an honorary D.D. in 
2001. 

I wish Chris and his wife, Kathy, the best as 
they pursue the next chapter of their life, and 
I thank them for their service to Moravian Col-
lege, the Moravian community as a whole, and 
the Lehigh Valley. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER PETER 
F. RUNYON 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I rise before this body of Congress 
and this nation today to recognize Mr. Peter 
Runyon of Edwards, Colorado. Peter has just 
stepped down as a two-term county commis-
sioner for the great county of Eagle, Colorado. 

Being a commissioner in one of the coun-
try’s premier resort communities has its chal-
lenges, but Peter approached the job with in-
tegrity and passion. He served his citizens 
with a steadfast commitment to making the 
place they call home a better place in which 
to live and work. Peter’s concerns about com-
munity growth and sustainability were the hall-
mark of his tenure and many important things 
resulted from his labors. 

His pursuit of smart growth, collaborative 
governing, transportation planning and open 
space have resulted in important changes in 
land use regulations, intergovernmental co-
operation and a very successful voter-ap-
proved open space program, to name a few. 

Mr. Speaker, It is with great pride that I rise 
to pay tribute to Mr. Peter Runyon on behalf 
of the residents of the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict and myself. His contributions to Eagle 
County will remain his legacy for many years 
to come. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF COLONEL 
DEAN F. SCHNOOR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Northwest Flor-
ida’s beloved Colonel Dean F. Schnoor. Colo-
nel Schnoor was a proud resident of North-
west Florida where he retired after serving his 
nation with honor and distinction. 

Colonel Schnoor was born in the small town 
of Perry, Iowa on June 3, 1925. Colonel 
Schnoor’s service to his country began with 
his studies at the United States Military Acad-
emy at West Point, New York. After grad-
uating in 1950, Colonel Schnoor embarked on 
more than 28 years of faithful service to our 
great country as an Army officer. During his 
career, Colonel Schnoor earned a Master’s in 
Public Administration at Shippensburg State 
College, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania and also 
graduated from both the Army Command and 
General Staff College and the Army War Col-
lege. Colonel Schnoor’s outstanding leader-
ship, service and sacrifice contributed signifi-
cantly in the defense of our nation while as-
signed to numerous overseas duty locations 
including the Panama Canal Zone, Puerto 
Rico, Korea, Germany, and Vietnam. 

In addition to his outstanding leadership as 
a member of our Armed Forces, Colonel 
Schnoor was also a devoted leader in the 
Northwest Florida community. Following Colo-
nel Schnoor’s retirement from the Army in 
1979, he established and managed a small 
business called Whispering Pines Christmas 
Tree Farm in Allentown, Florida. This family- 
run farm is a treasured institution in Northwest 
Florida where residents often gather year after 
year to select their family Christmas tree. 
Colonel Schnoor’s farm also includes a petting 
zoo with animals such as goats and turkeys 
which has been cherished by countless fami-
lies from across the region. 

To some, Colonel Dean Schnoor will be re-
membered as a patriot, who answered the call 
of duty on numerous occasions with honor, 
distinction and bravery. To others, he will be 
remembered as an integral part of the North-
west Florida community who left behind a last-
ing legacy. To his family, Colonel Schnoor will 
always be remembered as a loving husband, 
devoted father to his children, and as a proud 
grandfather and great-grandfather. His con-
tributions to our nation, and his community will 
not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it gives me great pride to honor the 
life and service of Colonel Dean F. Schnoor. 
My wife Vicki joins me in extending our most 
sincere condolences to Colonel Schnoor’s 
wife, Joyce, his 10 children, 26 grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren and the entire Schnoor 
family. 
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SEPTA 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of the South-
eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority. 
I am proud to congratulate SEPTA on receiv-
ing the 2012 American Public Transportation 
Association’s 2012 Award for ‘‘Outstanding 
Public Transportation System.’’ 
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